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Appendix A: Additional Information for Chapter Four

This online appendix presents the causal diagrams for my three competing explanations:

military benefits (learning), foreign support (coercion) and competition, more comprehen-

sively described in Chapter 4. Military benefits refers to di↵usion by learning and encom-

passes two related arguments: first, rebels are weak and they use governance to strengthen

their organization. Rather than governance entailing costs and benefits, governance is as-

sumed to include benefits generally that can render rebel organizations strong. Rebels adopt

governance because they have gained information about the benefits thereof and decided to

introduce such programs. Figure 1 illustrates this process.

Figure 1: Causal Chain for Military Capacity Explanation 1

The second explanation is that rebel organizations learn about the benefits of governance,

but not everyone can adopt it. Instead, only militarily capable rebels can do so. As a result,

the implementation of governance is a product of learning and the organizational capacity

of a rebel group. Figure 2 illustrates the causal logic below.

Figure 2: Causal Chain for Military Capacity Explanation 2

The second alternative explanation, foreign support, corresponds to di↵usion by coercion.

In this case, a strong external supporter demands a rebel group provide more intensive,



extensive governance. It is this foreign pressure that determines rebel’s implementation of

governance, as illustrated in 3 below.

Figure 3: Causal Chain for Foreign Support Explanation

Finally, the third alternative explanation I test is that of competition, mainly that rebels

decide to govern as a way to compete with and outbid their rivals. Rebel’s response to com-

petitive pressures is to introduce more intensive, extensive governance. Figure 4 illustrates

the causal process.

Figure 4: Causal Chain for Competition Explanation
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